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BEST WISHES FROM CLAUDINE ANDRÉ

For the ABC, 2009 was hallmarked 

by the reintroduction of a group of 

bonobos from “Lola ya Bonobo” 

back into the wild and into the 

forest of “Ekolo ya Bonobo” near 

Basankusu. 2010 has been 

hallmarked by their boldness 

within the forest! They have 

explored the far reaches of “Ekolo 

ya Bonobo” (“land of bonobos” in 

the local language), and have lived 

in total harmony with the bio-

rhythm of this new environment: 

the rising water level during the 

rainy season, the peak of 

fructification, the drop in water 

level… and yes they have caused 

more than a few hearts to skip a 

beat, I think especially of Suzy and 

the trackers! APRIL 6, 2011,
FRANCE

Lola’s bonobos to 
hit the big screen

in a film by 
Alain Tixier

www.lolayabonobo.orgLooking forward 
to 2011
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LIVE FROM BASANKUSU

We have had to strengthen our 

social ties with the populations 

neighbouring the reserve and 

have continued to bring aid to 

these people who have so little. 

Together, we have set-up the 

CDVs (Village Development 

Committees) and through 

these we are able to educate 

and raise awareness over and 

over again. 

This year, as in the last, we 

gave didactic equipment to the 

schools and drugs to the health 

clinics, but in addition this year 

we have supplied the 

appropriate tools for the 30 

fishermen and farmer 

associations in the area. With 

these means, we hope to 

encourage them to find an 

alternative activity to hunting 

in “Ekolo ya Bonobo”.

Indeed, for three years now, we 

have been present in the area, 

carrying out anti-poaching 

patrols in the reserve and many 

animals have returned. Our 

trackers regularly tell us of the 

troops of monkeys, the wild 

hogs and the antelopes that 

they see… they have even 

come across an elephant’s 

tracks!

But the Villagers are also 

aware of this! And so they have 

started to set snares here and 

there. Of course, pleased as 

they are with all that has come 

their way since the bonobos 

arrival, they are not aiming to 

catch the bonobos, but they 

don’t realise that snares are just 

so dangerous for them! 

There is no secret solution: 

we must talk to the people, 

educate them, and then talk 

some more. All those who 

work in National Parks know 

this problem only too well. 

Man is everywhere and 

“alternatives”  are not the be-all 

and end-all. Doing both 

activities is just too tempting: 

on the one hand, a voice and 

alternative activities but on the 

other, hunting and its rewards!

 Today we can declare to the world :

the reintroduction has been a success !

ELONDA
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Today, with 2010 coming to an 

end, the next reintroduction is 
just around the corner. A good 
while back, ten bonobos were 
se lected and transferred to 
enclosure 3 which is now used for 
training the bonobos for life in the 
wi ld and i t a l so ac ts as a 
quarantine. 

What a journey it has been for 

some of our bonobos! When I 
think of my sweet Etumbe, now 
living in the rainforest with her son 
“Mbano ya Lola”, first born at 
Lola, and his little sister “Nsomi ya 
Ekolo”, first born in the wild. 
Making her nest in the canopy of 
the equatorial rainforest each night 
with such ease that it is hard to 
believe that it was only in 2002 
that, with the help of the Hans 
Wasmoeth Foundation and WSPA, 
we freed her from the cages of a 
biomedical research lab where she 
had been locked up for so many 
years…

For me, the full cycle has been 

completed! I now know that 
bonobos can easily learn once again 

to live free in the wild and also that 

“Lola ya Bonobo” will remain a 

stepping stone on a journey back to 

the dark forests of the Congo 

Basin! Those who will never leave 

us, for a wide range of physical and 

psychological reasons, will stay 

here, happy, in this place which is 

different kind of paradise! 

  Now we just have to convince 
the humans, their only real 
predator, to leave them to live in 
peace! 

.
! ! ! ! !

 I am immensely 

grateful to you all 

for having  allowed 

me to fulfil this 

final dream ! 

Without you, none 

of all this would 

have been possible. 

Thank you for your 

financial support in 

these projects for 

the bonobos of both 

Lola and Ekolo ya 

Bonobo, for the 

men, women and 

children of the 

p r o v i n c e o f 

Equateur, for all the 

bonobos throughout 

the Congo. 

Thank you for 

believing, even in 

the boldest of our 

ideas…!

Claudine André, 
ABC President

Mbano ya lola


